Workshop Timeline

Saturday, April18th 12:30-4:30pm

At Media Arts Charter School, corner of Washington & Copper

Registration: 12:30-1pm

Keynote address: by Derrick Jensen at 1pm

Workshops: 1:30-2:30 and 2:45-3:45

Sharing & Wrap-up: 3:50-4:30

1st time slot: 1:30-2:30

1. Power of Poetry and Performance during Difficult Times by Laurie Magovern & Taneisha Hale-Jones  

2. Building Bridges Between Communities Through Music & Theater by Somos los otros ... and they are us! 
3. Writing/envisioning world in which you want to live by Teresa Cutler-Broyles 

4. Ritual Performance by Dominique Mazeud  

2nd time slot: 2:45-3:45

1. Power of Poetry and Performance During Difficult Times by Laurie Magovern & Taneisha Hale-Jones  

2. Building Bridges Between Communities Through Music & Theater by Somos los otros ... and they are us!
3. Visual Art/Isolation of Incarcerated Inmates by Carol Sullivan  
4. Ritual Performance by Dominique Mazeud  
 ______________________________________________________________________

Workshop Descriptions

Workshop: Giving Voice to Silence: the Process and Power of Poetry and Performance during Difficult Times.

Presenters: Laurie Magovern, MA, Theater Artist and Educator

                        Taneisha Hale-Jones, MFA, Poetry and Educator

No performance or writing experience necessary

Sometimes there are occurrences or concerns in a person's life that are difficult and uncomfortable to share and speak about.  But somewhere deep inside we yearn... to express the pain, to share what we have learned and to explore what we have yet to learn from our personal experiences.  In a safe, creative and powerful experience, artists, Taneisha and Laurie guide participants through writing poetry and group performance to explore a personal yet communal journey.  Using very simple and easy-to-do exercises, this workshop touches on difficult moments but emphasizes and searches for the joy and the catharsis of community sharing with created art. This is not therapy, but a non-threatening and creative outlet. Your personal stories can be as anonymous or as public in the workshop as you choose. Extraordinary tools are given for people wary or ready to perform.  If writing and performing sounds frightening at this moment in your life, this is a great workshop for you to attend and accomplish. It will be a workshop that you do not forget.

Workshop: Ritual Performance 

Presenter: Dominique Mazaeud

There are many paths that lead people to become activists. One of them is through the heart. We break our heart open and then we come/we do/we be from love... It is a process. As “love creates the form,” it is beautiful process we must trust. Life can be seen as a cultivation of the heart, and art as the voice of the heart. A participatory ritual performance “The Point of Tears” will be offered to create an opening of our heart space. The hour will give attendees both the chance of participation through ritual as well as sharing. The 'public minutes' at the end of the session will give us a chance of further participation in a larger context.

This will be a two-hour workshop, with the option of participating for the entire time, or for Part I or Part II only.

Workshop: Writing/envisioning world in which you want to live
Presenter: Teresa Cutler

Using examples from literature and the printed news media, Teresa Cutler-Broyles will demonstrate how language shapes not only our thoughts but our actions in the world.  The workshop will guide participants in recognizing the negative uses of particular words, and in two twenty minute writing exercises will show how to use language in peace-oriented and powerful ways.

Workshop: In Their Place for a Moment

Presenter: Carol Sullivan

This workshop will give participants the opportunity to put themselves in the shoes of an incarcerated person who wants to communicate with his or her art. What to say? How to say it? Do you say how angry, hopeless or sad you are? To whom do you send your art?

________________________________________________________________________
Workshop: Building Bridges Between Communities Through Music & Theater

Presenters: Somos los otros ... and they are us!, including Dair Obenshain, Ricardo Magallanes, Riti Sachdeva and the 2009 El Centro de igualdad y derechos theater troupe

For the past year or so, local cultural and immigrant rights activists have been exploring the use of music and theater in building bridges between communities and opening others' eyes and awareness. We have been performing music, preparing theater skits, and dialoguing about our different experiences here in Albuquerque side-by-side as neighbors.

Come try it out with us! This participatory workshop will explore all of that, and yes, we will try to recruit you to use your own gifts to benefit our broader community!

